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Xin  an  all- 

alcolm  always  said 
that  violence  was  as 
American  as  apple 
pie,"  said  composer  Anthony 
Davis,  speaking  of  the  black 
nationalist  hero  whose  life  he 
has  turned  into  an  opera.  "My 
music  has  the  same  kind  of 
revolutionary  fervor — jazz 
fused  with  the  operatic  tradi- 
tion. It's  a  weird  combination 
of  Wagner  and  Ellington." 

For  its  Chicago  premiere,  a 
concert  version  of  Davis's 
opera,  X:  The  Life  and  Times 
of  Malcolm  X,  will  be  per- 
formed twice — on  November 


star  line-up 

14th  and  15th— as  the  center- 
piece of  the  Illinois  Humani- 
ties Council's  third  annual 
Chicago  Humanities  Festival. 
The  Chicago  Symphony  Or- 
chestra is  joining  with  the 
council  to  produce  the  pro- 
gram in  Orchestra  Hall,  with 
Pulitzer  Prize-winning  novel- 
ist John  Updike  as  the  key- 
note speaker. 

Malcolm  X  went  from  be- 
ing a  hustler  and  a  thief  to  a 
defiant  prisoner  and  a  leading 
minister  and  propagandist  for 
Elijah  Muhammad's  Nation  of 
Islam.  He  was  assassinated  in 


Chicago's 

contemporary 

artists  rate 
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a  room 

he  Art  Institute  has 
suddenly  discovered 
its  own,  and  the  result 
is  a  roomful  of  contemporary 
art  by  eight  Chicagoans.  One 
of  the  stars  of  the  display  is  a 
sculpture  by  Margaret  Whar- 
ton, who  has  devoted  much  of 
her  work  to  the  motif  of  the 
chair.  Entitled  Mirage,  the 
sculpture  depicts  a  large  pic- 
ture frame  and  two  surrealis- 
tic chairs  constructed  in  wavy 
lines — one  male  and  the  oth- 
er female. 


"You  can  tell  the 
female  is  pregnant  be- 
cause she's  got  anoth- 
er back  on  the  chair," 
said  Wharton.  "The 
wavy  line  is  like  an 
umbilical  cord,  or 
wavy  figures  in  a  des- 
ert. The  same  motif  is 
in  the  frame,  I  don't 
know  what  the  frame 
symbolizes — I  guess 
it's  intuitive  or  aes- 
thetic. The  frame  changed  a 
lot  while  I  was  making  it — 
from  vertical  to  horizontal. 

"The  name  Mirage  is  close 
to  the  word  'marriage,'  and  I 
was  married  when  I  did  it  [in 
1987].  I'm  divorced  now.  The 
work  is  made  of  wood  covered 
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Festival  chairman  Richard 

Franke  (left)  with  Ed  Paschke 

and  his  Lincoln  poster 


1965  at  the  age  of  39.  "X"  hats, 
T-shirts,  and  posters  have  al- 
ready made  him  a  cultural 
icon,  and  the  opera  comes  one 
week  before  Spike  Lee's  wide- 
ly anticipated  film  Malcolm  X 
opens  in  Chicago. 

Davis  will  play  the  piano 
in  the  concert  performances. 
"The  opera  is  a  pivotal  point  in 
my  career,"  he  said  at  an  Or- 
chestra Hall  press  reception. 
"It's  about  discovering  one's 
own  identity.  Thanks  to  my 
friend  Spike  Lee,  we  now  see 
X's  everywhere." 

Davis  dodged  the  question 
of  whether  the  real  Malcolm  X 
would  win  an  equal  place  in 
civil-rights  history  with  the 
Reverend  Martin  Luther  King, 
Jr.  "I  wouldn't  touch  that,"  said 
Davis.  "They're  both  lions  in 
the  pantheon." 

Davis  will  be  accompanied 
in  the  concerts  by  35  members 
of  the  Symphony  and  eight 


Margaret  Wharton's 
surrealistic  Mirage 


with  bronze 
foil  treated 
with  chem- 
icals that 
made  it  turn  green." 

The  room  of  Chicago 
artists  is  in  Gallery  263  of  the 
Art  Institute's  newly  installed 


soloists  under  the  direction  of 
assistant  Symphony  conduc- 
tor Michael  Morgan,  along 
with  members  of  the  Sympho- 
ny Chorus  and  the  Kennedy- 
King  Community  Choir. 

The  theme  of  the  two-day 
Humanities  Festival  is  "From 
Freedom  to  Equality."  Eileen 
Mackevich,  the  executive  di- 
rector of  the  council,  said,  "We 
want  people  to  take  home 
with  them  the  idea  that  has 
been  with  us  since  the  Decla- 
ration of  Independence — that 
all  men  are  created  equal." 
Richard  J.  Franke,  the  chair- 
man and  chief  executive  offi- 
cer of  John  Nuveen  &  Compa- 
ny, is  the  chairman  of  the  fes- 
tival, and  artist  Ed  Paschke 
has  created  a  poster  of  Lincoln 
for  the  event. 

Other  festival  speakers  in- 
clude Nobel  Prize-winning 
poet  Czeslaw  Milosz,  author 
Norman  Rush,  Irish  poet 
Michael  Longley,  and  play- 
wright David  Henry  Hwang, 
joined  by  former  Lyric  Opera 
composer-in-residence  Bright 
Sheng.  ■ 


display  of  contempo- 
rary art  in  the  second- 
floor  court  of  the  Rice 
Building.  Except  for 
sculptor  Richard 
Hunt,  the  works  in  the 
room  are  by  artists 
associated  with  Chi- 
cago's Phyllis  Kind 
Gallery — Roger  Brown, 
Jim  Nutt,  Ed  Paschke, 
Christina  Ramberg,  Karl 
Wirsum,  and  Ray  Yoshi- 
da.  Wharton,  who  for- 
merly was  married 
to  William 
Bengtson, 
the  director  of  the  Kind 
gallery,  recently  switched 
from  Kind  to  the  Zolla/Lieber- 
man  Gallery.  m 


photograph:  bottom  WILLIAM  BENGTSON/PHYLLIS  KIND  GALLERY 
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